
In August, Smart Farming participant Eamon Sheehan hosted the annual Farm Talk on his 
family farm near Cuffesgrange in Co. Kilkenny. Over 300 farmers came to listen, learn and 
challenge the excellent field demonstration presenters from Germinal, Teagasc, ASSAP 
programme, BRIDE biodiversity project and the Local Authority Waters Programme. 

This followed an uplifting opening address by Climate Action Minister Richard Bruton, T.D. 
who spoke of agriculture’s unique role when it comes to climate action. He spoke of how 
the sector has the ability to both reduce emissions and create a store for carbon.

IFA President Joe Healy set out farmers’ positive climate actions, which he sees as 
providing a strong platform for further action. However, he cautioned that  this can only be 
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Smart Farming has published updated water guidance on 
its website smartfarming.ie, to support farmers as they work 
to improve water quality and reduce the risk of penalties.

On water conservation, it encourages farmers to:

• Understand current water use, by studying the water bills.
• Locate & fix leaks to save money.
• Reduce use by recycling water.

Regarding protecting water quality, the guidance document 
encourages farmers to:

• Think about how the farmyard is “plumbed” to the local stream.
• Take specific actions to reduce risks of water pollution and 

subsequent penalties.
• Ensure that there is good drinking water quality, by properly 

constructing wells.

achieved if there is a fully mobilised advisory service, the removal of road blocks to make 
community and farm-scale renewables a reality and a whole of Government commitment 
to the implementation of Teagasc’s climate roadmap. 

The Farm Talk concluded with an engaging debate on CAP, climate action and consumers. 
During the debate, farmers and exhibitors all shared their views and experience with 
representatives from the Department of Agriculture, IFA, EPA and Bord Bia. 

Smart Farming guidance 
focuses on being water-wise 
on the farm

Think about how the farmyard is “plumbed” to the local stream.
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Therefore, good farmyard management helps to reduce the risk of 

penalties and improves water quality.

Three things to do in your farmyard to reduce 

risk of penalties:

• Keep gutters and downpipes in good repair 

• Minimise soiled yard areas

• Check slurry tanks and silage facilities are fit for purpose  

Your Farm is part of a Wider Water Catchment6

In water catchments the water moves through the farm from the 

source, through various pathways to rivers, lakes, wells or springs 

which are known as receptors.

SOURCE: A pollution source may include animal manure, chemical 

fertilisers, pesticides or sediments.  Pollution ‘hot spots’ may 

include poorly managed yards, feeding points, farm roadways or 

cattle access to waterways. 

PATHWAY: A pollution pathway may include surface run-off, 

underground pathways via shallow or deep groundwater or direct 

discharge via a pipe.

RECEPTORS can include wells, springs, rivers or lakes. 

Ways to reduce risk of Source Pollution on your 

farm

• Have soil tests completed

• Aim to have the whole farm at pH 6.5, by liming 

• Manage the timing of slurry and soiled water application, to 

maximise the fertilizer value and reduce risk of run off

• Aim to have fields at Index 3 for phosphorus and potassium

• Fix point source issues on the farm, such as cracks in silage pits

• Reduce the overall volume of dirty water entering slurry tanks. 

This reduces your workload and saves up to €60/hour in 

contractor fees for slurry spreading7

contractor fees for slurry spreading7

contractor fees for slurry spreading

Ways to Break the Pathway

• Hedges and rough grass strips on headlands and along field 

margins act as barriers to soil loss. They trap nutrients, eroding 

soil and pesticides and help protect streams 

• Wet and unimproved areas benefit wildlife including pollinators

A properly constructed well is a valuable resource.

Footnotes
5. Technical guidance for this section is kindly provided by the Local Authority Waters Programme Office (www.watersandcommunities.ie) 

6. See www.catchments.ie for more information

7. The Association of Farm & Forestry Contractors in Ireland Contracting Charges Guide

Left to right: Joe Gallagher, National Federation of Group Water 
Schemes, Catherine Seale-Duggan, Local Authority Waters 
Programme and Thomas Cooney Smart Farming Programme 
Leader  at the launch of the updated guidance on water.

Meet Smart 
Farming farmers 
at the Ploughing
If you are going to the National Ploughing 
Championships in Fenagh, Co. Carlow this month, why 
not call into the IFA stand and hear from farmers who 
have benefited from the Smart Farming programme 
or register your interest in taking the Smart Farming 
cost saving challenge in 2020.
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