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Questions to Answer:

Ø Why did we start OAD in 2009

Ø OAD & Sustainability: Social/Economic/Environmental



Why OAD in 2009?



Why stay OAD?
■ Suits the farm layout/landscape

■ Cows responded well

■ Improved cow health –
lameness/fert/BCS

■ FLEXIBILITY

■ Profitable





Highest Point 640ft

Lowest Point 240ft

Shallow Stoney Soil

Long & Narrow Layout



Suitable Cows



Suitable Cows





A + B - C



OAD & Cow welfare

European Food Safety Authority identified cow welfare areas in 2009

■ Metabolic disorders  - NEB

■ Reproductive Issues - poor fertility

■ Lameness – no reduction in lameness prevalence in past 20 yrs

■ Behavioural – graze, ruminate, rest, milk
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“Canadian consumers rated animal welfare as 
the second most important priority after food 
safety” Maynard 2012
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“Interest in the welfare of the dairy cow and 
related environmental issues by consumers and 
legislators is increasing” Logue et al 2014



Environment

•Grazing >280 days per year
•Incorporating clover into reseeds

Grassland 
Management

•Protected Urea used on the farm
•60% slurry spread from Feb - June
•Improving FYM composting for building SOM

Nutrient 
Management

•Lime has increased pH from 5.8 to 6.4
•Soil sampling every second year
•Greater availability of nutrients

Soil Fertility



Energy

■ Lower energy usage for milking parlour 300 fewer milkings
■ SEAI Grant for variable speed milk pump applied for
■ Solar PV also a possibility
■ Grid connection essential

Energy





Economic

EnvironmentalSocial



Thank 
You!


