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BRIDE “Farming with Nature”

• Local scheme – not national
• All farmer scheme – not just for a specific 

sector(s). Landscape-scale effect
• Targeted measures for biodiversity losses, water 

quality and carbon reduction in the targeted area. 
• All farmers “singing from the same environmental 

hymn sheet” – no confusion  
• Livestock/tillage/equine maximising biodiversity 

enhancement within their individual farms 
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Challenges for the project

• Raising awareness - involvement of the project 
partners and the industry in doing this

• Historically agri-env. schemes were for the “less 
intensive farmer” resulting in lack of awareness in 
intensive farming sector 

• Agricultural education and farm advisory services 
need to realise the environmental issues that are 
facing intensive agriculture and the link between 
quality food production and healthy eco-systems

• Land is the new quota – resulting in further 
intensification and habitat pressure

• Embracing the green rather than fearing it



Why is BRIDE different

• National schemes – difficult to get full engagement. Local 
schemes for specific goals. Targeted measures

• Targeted measures at local level – every farm/farmer is 
different

• Fear of inspections – leading to less participation – needs to be 
“Simple for the farmer”. Plan is drawn up with the farmer.

• Expertise for improving biodiversity.  
Ecologists advising on biodiversity/environmental issues.             
Agronomists advising on food production.   

• Reconnecting farmers with nature – importance of 
environment/biodiversity and farming needs to be addressed.  
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• Improve biodiversity on Irish intensive farmland
• Reward farmers for environmental improvements
• Create a positive image of farming and get a 

premium market for produce
• Aim to get farmers more tuned into their 

surroundings and re-connect with nature, leading 
to a more enjoyable working environment – a 
happy farmer is a productive farmer! 

• Next generation – will they want to farm?

Goals of the Project



BMA Farm Map
(Biodiversity Managed Area)



Measures/Actions

• Aim to have10% biodiversity managed area 
(BMA) – need to put a value on the non-
productive area of the farm. 

• Farmer paid to manage habitats for biodiversity 
and environmental improvement. Results-based 
Payments (RBP’s)

• 10% to include hedgerows, watercourses, 
wetlands, derelict buildings/historical 
monuments, scrub areas, waste ground, ponds, 
tree lines, old grassland, buffer zones, non-
commercial woodland, winter stubble, etc. etc.

10



Results-based Payments – RBP’s

• All habitats scored and payments made 
accordingly. The more habitats – the more 
payments

• E.G. - Hedgerows on an A-F scale
• Management plan for each habitat
• Will I be allowed to....?



Tree-line



Riparian buffer strip



Retention of wetland areas





Winter Stubble





























Pollinator-rich Margin


























